
REPORT TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY BY THE 
CHURCH HYMNARY TRUSTEES 

Moderator, Ann Inglis presenting the report of the 
Church Hymnary Trustees in the absence of the 
Chairman, Lord Brodie. 

The Report shows sales of CH4 in its various guises. It is 
unsurprising that overall sales of the hymnbook have 
fallen but sales of the words only edition have 
remained reasonably high. 

During the year the Trustees have continued to 
support the work of the Scottish Church Organist 
Training Scheme. SCOTS have continued to run 
workshops for people who seek to develop their organ 
playing skills and wish to hold more workshops. The 
Trustees have been pleased to support them and 
welcome applications for funds to help with projects 
within the terms and purposes of the Trust. 

Last year, after considerable debate, the General 
Assembly asked the Trustees to investigate the 
possibility of producing CH4 in a format with larger 
print than our Large Print edition. The costing for such 
a project depends upon the demand. The Trustees 
asked the Ministries Council through its General 
Secretary to attempt to ascertain from Parish Ministers 



what demand there might be but have received no 
such information from Ministries. The Trustees believe 
that accurate information of that type would be very 
difficult to obtain. From their own experience Trustees 
know that provision is made within congregations to 
meet the needs of individuals, and those needs vary 
widely. Some people use the CD Rom version of the 
hymnbook and others make other arrangements to 
suit the person’s needs. As we say in our report Hymns 
Ancient and Modern are happy to produce free of 
charge a file of words for those who require it to 
produce printed words in a suitable format.  

The Trustees now believe that they have responded 
fully to the request made by last year’s General 
Assembly. As Trustees our first duty under charity law 
and trust law must be to the Church Hymnary Trust 
and we believe that we would be failing in our duty as 
Trustees if we were to undertake a project which we 
believe to be unnecessary and where we would have 
no clear estimate of the cost involved. 

Rev. Colin Renwick has intimated that he wishes to 
resign as a Trustee. The Trust has benefitted from his 
expertise in music as well as from his wide knowledge 
of the Church. We thank him for all he has done. Mr. 
David Stewart is an elder in St. Anne’s Church in 



Corstorphine Edinburgh. He is also organist and 
choirmaster there. The Trustees believe he would 
bring wide experience and knowledge in the field of 
Church music and ask the General Assembly to appoint 
him as a Trustee. 

Moderator I present the Report. I am not a 
Commissioner so would ask the Principal Clerk to move 
the deliverance. 

 


