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Moderator, I have pleasure in presenting the report of the Church of Scotland Trust.  
As our report makes clear there are three distinct strands to the Trust’s work.  
 
The first is the third party trusts. In many ways this is possibly the most productive 
area of the trust’s responsibilities, We are trustee of 48 trusts set up to benefit in one 
way or another the work of the Kirk, in some cases very locally and in others on a 
national basis.  One of the key responsibilities is to make sure that charitable funds are 
being properly applied for their designated purposes. Sometimes that can be difficult 
where there have been changes in circumstances and in these cases we consider 
whether some reorganisation is appropriate.  This may be possible with the consent of 
OSCR. An example of this are the various trusts which were set up many years ago to 
supplement what a congregation could pay its minister when there was not a unified 
stipend. The result is that the funds become part of the Consolidated Stipend Fund but 
for the benefit of the congregations for whom provision was made.  This cuts down 
the administration and means that more income is available for the purposes intended. 
It also reduces the Trusts under our care as there is nothing left to administer. We do 
try and make sure that the intentions of the original grantor are respected. An example 
of this is the Stephen Williamson & Alex Balfour Fund. This was set up to help 
Church of Scotland ministers with the education of their children. We would have no 
problem in distributing the income but the priority of the founders was for the 
ministers in charges in the County of Angus (which includes Dundee) and thereafter 
the County of Fife. We are allowed and do give grants to ministers in charges in other 
areas in Scotland but we are keen to respect the wishes of the founders. We have had 
few applicants from Angus and if there any ministers in the counties of Angus or Fife 
who need help with the likes of school trips, do get in touch with Jennifer Hamilton 
our secretary at the church offices. One of the other trusts which we administer is the 
Rev Dr Macinnes and Mrs Macinnes Trust. It is a small trust with very limited capital 
and we are now able to distribute capital and income. We have had difficulty in 
finding suitable beneficiaries for this trust. The purposes were widened in 2016. The 
current purposes are to provide grants to retired ministers of the Church of Scotland 
who have spent any part of their ministry in the counties of Nairn, Ross & Cromarty 
or Argyll and who are solely dependent upon their pensions and preaching fees and 
(2) widows or widowers of ministers of the Church of Scotland who have spent any 
part of their ministry in these counties and who are solely dependent upon pensions 
received by them. We are sure that there are such people out there and if you know of 
any who would qualify please do encourage them to get in touch. The amounts 
available are not large but could well be of help to those with only their pension to 
rely on.  
 
 
 
The second area of responsibility is for heritable property – land and buildings - 
within the International Presbytery. I am glad to report that things seem to have 
settled down well and congregations are seeking first the approval of the presbytery 
and thereafter that of the Trust for extensive alterations, any leases in excess of 1 year 
and any purchases. The trust sees it role as seeking to ensure that due diligence is 
done and in taking a long term view of matters and making sure that any proposals do 
not prejudice the church’s interests in the future. Sometimes this can be difficult 



where a short term fix may be detrimental to the longer term prospects for the 
property. Happily in most cases the congregations have thought through their projects 
and we are glad to be able to give consent.  
 
The third area is the overseas properties and in particular Pakistan.  At the time our 
report was written it looked clear that despite all our hopes that we would have once 
again have to report no progress and to start negotiations with the government.  In 
terms of the 1958 Church of Scotland Trust Order Confirmation Act we have to 
transfer the property to an “appropriate authority”. An appropriate authority is a trust 
or other organisation legally incorporated and properly constituted for holding 
property on behalf of the Christian Church which the World Mission Council and the 
Trust are satisfied as to its standing, or a governmental or local authority.  We have 
been in negotiation with Church of Pakistan over many years to establish such a trust 
without much success.  The situation in Sialkot has now got worse and various court 
orders were taken out to effectively prevent the bishop acting in any meaningful way. 
We understand that these have been lifted but the situation is still very fraught. 
However we are able to create a new trust with local Pakistan Trustees rather than 
waiting upon the Church of Pakistan to produce a suitable body. The final draft is 
expected any day and the World Mission Council has already approved it in principle.  
This is certainly not the end of the matter – there is a lot of work to be done but at 
least some progress has been made. The option of passing the properties to the 
government was a last resort but for many years appeared to be the only way out 
because we could not find a suitable trust orb other organisation.   We may in the 
future have to revisit it but at least at the moment there is a real prospect that a Trust 
can be created to administer the large portfolio of properties which were established 
by the church for its work in Pakistan. Let us hope that all involved see that and grasp 
the opportunity to ensure that the properties are available for the Church’s use. Dr 
Peter David has continued to energetically represent the Trust and we would be even 
further behind without his energy and connections. We are most grateful to him  
 
I am pleased to be handing over the chairmanship of the Trust to Tom Watson who 
has been a very able Vice Chairman. Tom has served on two Review groups for the 
development of the Tiberias property and chaired the most recent one. He brings a 
new set of skills to the post.  Experience is not lost in that Stuart Lynch the vice 
chairman designate is the longest serving member of the Trust having been on it since 
1996.  The Trust is also fortunate is obtaining the services of the Principal Clerk and I 
would commend all these appointments to you.  
 
Finally I would like to record my never ending gratitude to Jennifer Hamilton for the 
way she has serviced the Trust and the encyclopaedic knowledge she has of the Trust 
matters. She has had a challenging year and it is good to see her operating at 
approaching full speed again. We are also grateful for Madelaine Sproule for standing 
in in her absence and look forward to continuing to work with her.   
 
I take the opportunity of tabling the Trust accounts and as I am not a commissioner I 
ask the clerks to move the deliverances.  
 


