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The Church of Scotland

MODERATOR OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY



SMB/CAM


10 October 2018


Rt Hon Sajid Javid MP
Home Secretary
2 Marsham Street
London
SW1P 4DF


Dear Home Secretary,

The Umeed Bakhsh family

As Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, along with many past Moderators and ecumenical partners, I write to express our deep concern for a family.
 
The Umeed Bakhsh family have been living in Glasgow since fleeing to the UK from Pakistan more than six years ago.
 
The family is a Christian one in a country where such faith constitutes a tiny minority of the whole population. 
 
As you will be aware, the blasphemy laws in Pakistan are such that even without substantive evidence, accusations can be made against those not of the Muslim faith. 
 
Petty disagreements between neighbours for example, can result in people of another faith being accused under the law and lead to their imprisonment or being pursued with the intent to kill.
 
This is precisely the reason why this faithful Christian family find themselves in Scotland.  
 
Close Christian friends were murdered and because they were friends, by association, this family has been threatened and targeted.
 
I know that the Home Office cannot comment on individual cases and that we respect.
 
However, we urge the UK Government to examine this case again and recognise the Pakistan-wide threat that the family faces.
 
We are even more concerned for the well-being of two young boys who have found a home in Scotland.
 
Somer and Areeb are flourishing and, despite the stresses the family is under and the conditions in which they live, deem Scotland their home.
 
The boys have thrived here and more than 85,000 people have signed a 38 Degrees petition which has been handed into the Home Office’s Immigration Enforcement Reporting Centre in Glasgow.
 
A separate online petition set up by pupils at the boys school, Springburn Academy, emphasises how much a part of the community they are.  
 
Somer, in circumstances that would throw most, has achieved the highest results in his National 5 exams and both boys want so much to stay where they feel safe, at home and happy.  
 
They are a credit to Scotland, to our education system and along with their parents, have so much to offer our land.
 	
The temptation is to go on and talk of the expertise Maqsood has to offer the UK and to highlight Parveen’s skills as a midwife which are so much needed in the NHS. 
 
Suffice to say, they are people who long to give – and they are people who have so much to offer.  
 
It is so much a part of their DNA that the forced inactivity they are under has perhaps had the most profound effect of all upon their health and well-being.
 
With all respect, we urge you and through you, the Home Office, to step in and allow this family to play their part in serving a nation they very much feel a part of and want to contribute to.
 
Yours sincerely,
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Rt Revd Susan Brown
Moderator 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland
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Very Revd Dr Derek Browning
Former Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland
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Very Revd Dr G Russell Barr
Former Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland
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Very Revd Dr John P Chalmers
Former Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland
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Very Revd A David K Arnott
Former Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland
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Very Revd John C Christie
Former Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland
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Very Revd Dr Dame Sheilagh M Kesting
Former Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland
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Very Revd Alan D McDonald
Former Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland
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Very Revd Dr David W Lacy
Former Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland
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Very Revd Prof Sir Iain R Torrance
Former Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland







Very Revd Dr Finlay A J Macdonald
Former Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland






Very Revd Dr Andrew R C McLellan
Former Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland
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[image: ]Very Revd Dr John B Cairns
Former Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland









Very Revd James Harkness
Former Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland
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Ms Adwoa Bittle
Clerk of the General Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends
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Mr John P Cross
Moderator of the United Free Church of Scotland
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The Most Revd Leo Cushley
Archbishop of St Andrews and Edinburgh


[image: ]
Revd Dr David P Easton
Chair of the Synod of the Methodist Church in Scotland
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Revd Dr David Pickering 
Moderator, United Reformed Church National Synod of Scotland
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The Most Revd Mark Strange
Primus, Scottish Episcopal Church	




Rt Rev Susan M Brown BD Dip Min
A Chaplain in Ordinary to HM the Queen in Scotland
121 George Street, Edinburgh, EH2 4YN
Tel:  0131 225 5722 E-mail:  moderator@churchofscotland.org.uk Web:  www.churchofscotland.org.uk
Scottish Charity Number:  SC011353
image3.png
e




image4.tiff




image5.png




image6.jpeg
M(/\&rﬂt,




image7.png
%Z,M




image8.png
Aty

/




image9.jpeg
Na. DM Dowald




image10.jpeg




image11.jpeg




image12.png





image13.png
e B2, M Al





image14.emf

image15.emf

image16.jpeg




image17.jpeg
WM@W




image18.jpeg




image19.jpeg




image20.jpeg
Desk 8Pk




image21.jpeg
A0 MW @5 Koo




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg
sz M @M\/M




